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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants disclose the 
following information: 

1 . PCT Publication No. WO 96/34700, published November 7, 1996 (accompanied by related 
U.S. Patent No. 6,185,840); 

2. European Patent Application No. 0 559 500 Al, published September 8, 1993; 

3. European Patent Application No. 0 540 884 Al, published May 12, 1993 (accompanied 
by related U.S. Patent No. 5,486,384); and 

4. German Offenlegungsschrift 199 57 900 Al, published June 7, 2001 (accompanied by 
cover page of related PCT Publication No. WO 01/39897 A2 with English abstract). 

Copies of the foregoing documents are provided with this paper. In addition, these 

documents are listed on the enclosed PTO Form FB-A820. Applicants respectfully request that the 


Group Art Unit: Unknown 
Examiner: Unknown 
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Examiner consider the enclosed documents and evidence that consideration by making appropriate 
notations on the enclosed form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better prior art 
exists and does not constitute an admission that the enclosed documents constitute "prior art." 

Applicants reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability of the 
disclosed invention over the enclosed documents, should the documents be applied against the 
claims of the present invention. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this paper that are not accounted for, 
the Examiner is authorized to charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 1 1-1755. If a fee is 
required for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 that is not accounted for already, such an 
extension of time is requested and the fee should also be charged to our Deposit Account. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Kriegsman & Kriegsman 


By: 



Edward Ml Kriegsman 
Reg. No. 53,529 
665 Franklin Street 
Framingham, MA 01702 
(508) 879-3500 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


: Document 
: Number 

Date : Country 

Class 

Subclass 

Translation 

Yes : No 


:WO 96/34700 

11-07-96 :PCT 



X : 


:0 559 500A1 

09-08-93 : Europe 





:0 540 884A1 

05-12-93 :Europe 



X : 


: 19957900A1 

06-07-01 : Germany 



X : 
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* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in 

conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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